
The Mekong is a river of stories, flowing from the lively streets of Vietnam to the calm, rural 
landscapes of Cambodia. New for 2026, this three night upstream river cruise offers an easy 
city-to-city connection between Saigon and Phnom Penh, giving you a relaxing, slow paced 
Mekong experience without needing a full week away. 
 
Aboard the RV Tonle Pandaw, you’ll drift by sampan through Ben Tre’s mangrove forests, pause 
at small fruit orchards, see floating fish farms near Chau Doc, and take in sweeping river views 
from Sam Mountain. Travelers looking for added comfort also have the option to upgrade to 
the Tonle Suites, offering double the space of a traditional cabin and a more private, luxury 
filled onboard experience. 
 
Designed for those who still want to pack in lots of scenery in a short timeframe, this journey 
blends nature, culture, and the gentle pace of river life to add a standout experience to your 
Southeast Asia travels.

V I E W  O N L I N E

Cambodia & Vietnam

SAIGON TO PHNOM PENH - 3 NIGHTS

SAIGON TO 
PHNOM PENH

https://www.pandaw.com/expeditions/saigon-to-phnom-penh
https://www.pandaw.com/expeditions/saigon-to-phnom-penh
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ITINERARY UPSTREAM 

DAY 1  SAIGON MY THO PORT EMBARKATION & BEN TRE  
Board your Pandaw vessel at Saigon My Tho Port and settle 
into your cabin. Enjoy a welcome lunch on board as we cast 
off towards Ben Tre. At 14:30, we step ashore for our first 
excursion, journeying by sampan through mangroves and 
bamboo forests to the area's abundant fruit orchards. This is 
a highly fertile farming region, with half of Vietnam's rice 
production originating in the Mekong Delta. It also boasts a 
rich artisanal culture, which we will experience at a local village 
specialising in handicrafts, alongside a visit to a coconut candy 
factory to see how this regional sweet treat is made. Back on 
board, relax on the deck as we sail deeper into the delta. 
 
DAY 2  CHAU DOC  
Enjoy breakfast on board as we continue our journey along the 
waterways. At 10:30, we arrive in Chau Doc and travel by 
minivan for a short drive to Sam Mountain, home to Phuoc 
Dien Tu (the Hang Pagoda). After climbing the steps, we are 
rewarded with stunning views over the Mekong. For those who 
prefer to avoid the stairs, there is an option to explore the 
vibrant local market instead. Afterwards, we visit the nearby 
floating fish farms by sampan before being treated to a 
private lion dance performance at a local village. We then 
return to the ship to relax for the evening.  
(Please note: During high-water periods in October and 
November, navigation into Chau Doc may be hampered by low 
bridges. On such occasions, today's excursion will be replaced 
with a visit to the local village of Long Thuan). 
 
DAY 3  BORDER CROSSING & CRUISING INTO CAMBODIA  
Spend a relaxing day on board, taking in the sights and sounds 
of the river. We navigate a complex web of canals before 
dropping anchor at the Vietnam-Cambodia border to 
complete immigration formalities. Once cleared, we cross into 
Cambodia and continue our scenic cruise up the Mekong. 
Enjoy the passing landscapes, observe the local river life, and 
take advantage of the onboard hospitality as we make our 
way towards the capital. 
 
DAY 4  PHNOM PENH DISEMBARKATION  
After breakfast, disembark from your Pandaw vessel in 
Cambodia’s bustling capital, Phnom Penh, for your onward 
journey or post-cruise arrangements.
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WHATS INCLUDED

Cruise Price Includes: Entrance fees, guide services (English language), gratuities to crew, 
main meals, local mineral water, jugged coffee, teas & tisanes, transfers between the meeting 
point and the ship in Siem Reap. 
 
 
Cruise Price Excludes: International flights, port dues (if levied), laundry, all visa costs, fuel 
surcharges (see terms and conditions), all beverages except local mineral water, jugged 
coffee, teas & tisanes and tips to tour guides, local guides, bus drivers, boat operators and 
cyclo drivers. No transfers in Phnom Penh, ship docks in city center at Sisowath Quay.

TRANSFERS & JOINING
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DAY 1  EMBARKATION  
Our meeting point for embarkation will be Hotel Des Arts Saigon (address: 76-78 Nguyen Thi 
Minh Khai Street, Quan 1, Thành pho Ho Chí Minh). A welcome drink will be provided during 
check-in. The group will depart from Hotel Des Arts to the ship at 10:30am. 
 
For guests staying at Hotel Des Arts 
Please meet in reception at 10am for Pandaw check-in and registration. 
 
For guests staying elsewhere in Saigon 
Please meet in reception at 10am for Pandaw check-in and registration. 
 
Please note: These taxi pickup timings apply only to hotels within central Saigon. 
 
DAY 4  DISEMBARKATION  
Disembark after breakfast an immigration formalities have finished (around 10:30am) at the 
Phnom Penh Autonomous Port, #649, Preah Sisowath Street, Sras Chork Commune, Phnom 
Penh. 
 



•      Fruit and flowers on arrival  

•      Kimonos and slippers  

•      Spa-branded amenities  

•      Unlimited mineral water 

The Pandaw stateroom is the most 
celebrated feature of our ships, combining 
splendid colonial-era character with 
exquisite contemporary comfort.

 
Finished in brass and teak, the main and upper deck rooms are a  
spacious 168 square feet (15.6 sqm), with the exception of the 
RV  Kindat Pandaw which is 150 square feet (14 sqm). As the space 
is  much loved by all our passengers, we have ensured that with each 
ship we build, the stateroom remains essentially the same. Be 
advised: our cabins do not have mini-bars, satellite TV's, internet  
access or telephones. Passengers tend to choose Pandaw in order  
to escape from the tiresome features found in international 
business hotels. 

Bedroom               12’ x 10’  

Bathroom             6’ x 4’  

Showeroom          2’ 8” x 3’ 4”  

Single Bed             6’ 7” x 3’ 3” 

DOUBLE CONFIGURATION

TWIN CONFIGURATION

PANDAW STATEROOMS
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We are pleased to offer four suites on our Classic Mekong route. The Tonle Suites comprise four spacious suite state-
rooms, each measuring 40 square metres (430 square feet), with its own private deck and panoramic views through 
French windows on both the port and starboard sides. Each suite is finished with rich Cambodian fabrics and premium 
amenities, and includes dedicated butler service to ensure the highest levels of comfort.

THE TONLE SUITES
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The price includes drinks, wine and main meals and snacks. 
Meals can be served at tables for two or more in the dining 
room, on deck, or in your suite. Our executive chef has 
worked in Michelin starred restaurants and has created 
fusion menus using sustainable locally sourced foods. 
    There has been an increasing demand for top-end 
suites and no ship could be more perfect for this 
creation than the splendid Tonle Pandaw, originally built 
in Myanmar and fitted out with pure Burmah teak which

repurposed for construction of the new suites. A newly 
fitted out spa will be a popular feature in addition to the 
gym, library, cocktail saloon and extensive open deck areas 
associated with much loved Pandaw ships. 
    Starting in Saigon city port, travellers will spend three days 
crossing the great Vietnamese Mekong Delta and then exploring 
the Mekong and Tonle rivers in Cambodia ending at Angkor 
Wat. Excursions with expert guides by sampan, cyclo or tuk tuk 
and cultural entertainments on board are a feature of any cruise.

Kimono 
and slippers Nespresso machine Tisane collection Satellite TV Free minibar Free laundry Glass bottled 

water

Free WiFi Expeditions flasks Air conditioning Butler service Fruit bowl

Artistʼs Impression Artistʼs Impression

•      Bedrooml  

•      Bathroom  

•      Showeroom  

•      Double bed

STATEROOM SUITE PLAN

13'9" × 11'8"     

8'8" × 3'7" 

 2'8" × 3'6"     

7'0" × 6'0"



RV Mekong Pandaw

ACCOMMODATION    
•     18 upper deck staterooms and 6 main deck staterooms 
•      170 square feet, finished in teak and brass  
•      Panoramic French window, leading to personal deck space  
•      New bathrooms with natural stone shower and branded quality fittings  
•      Kimonos and slippers  
•      Spa-branded amenities  
•      Unlimited mineral water  
•      Electric mini safe  
•      Central AC with individual control  
•      Imported quality linens with duvet and two kind of pillows  
•      Premium mattresses  
•      Convertible bed configuration  
•      Welcome flower arrangement and welcome gift  
•      Mirror  
•      Multi-configuration plugs  
•      Generous closet space and under-bed storage  
•      Hair dryer  
•      Nightly turndown service  
•      24h laundry service  
•      Complimentary evening canapés  
•      Yoga mats in all cabins 
 
WINING & DINING   
 
•      Local master chef heading an experienced international culinary team  
•      Semi-buffet breakfast, Semi-buffet lunch, and seated theme dinners  
•      Daily lean & light menu options  
•      Complimentary local mineral water, jugged coffee, teas & tisanes  
•      Extensive wine list with premium wines  
•      Series of cultural performances, educational talks, cooking classes, and ship tour  
•      Welcome drink on arrival  
•      Welcome cocktail  
•      Farewell reception  
•      Theme dinners  
•      Spacious, air-conditioned saloon bar with nightly entertainment  
•      Sundeck bar  
•      Pool table on sundeck  
•      24hrs hospitality bar  
•      Onboard bakery with daily freshly baked breads and rolls  
 
ON EXCURSIONS   
•      Admissions  
•      Shoe cleaning after excursions  
•      Bottled drinking water  
•      We give away aluminium water bottles  
•      Cold towel service after excursions  
•      Refreshing drink following excursions  
•      Full-size motor coach on all excursions  
•      Deluxe sampans with cold towel service, fresh fruit, and tea/coffee  
•      Comfortable "Pandaw Explorer" excursion boat  
•      1st aid trained assistant guide to follow all tours and excursions 

SAFETY & SECURITY   
•      All onboard crew is trained and certified as per international marine standards (VIRES)  
•      Fire alarm system in all cabins, public areas and back areas  
•      Firefighting system in all ship areas  
•      Expert marine superintendant  
•      24 hrs watch on duty  
•.    Certified hygiene standards for all areas (Johnson & Diversey)  

ONBOARD STAFF   
•      Captain  
•      First Officer  
•      River Pilot 
•      Chief Engineer  
•      1st Engineer  
•      Electrician  
•      Bosun & nautical crew  
•      Ship manager  
•      Housekeeping  
•      Dining  
•      Bar keeper  
•      Chefs  
•      Local tour guides   
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Spa PUBLIC SPACES        
•      Guest relation desk  
•.     Library with contemporary and classic           

literature  
•.     Shop, supporting fair trade 
•      Lecture and meeting room with oversized 

flat screen TV, LSD projector and sound 
system 

•      Art gallery featuring local art and artists 
•      Library with contemporary and classic lit-

erature 
•      Wireless internet in all public areas 

view images of RV Mekong PANDAW

PANDAW SHIPS

•      Build:            Build 2003 in Yangon, refit 2013  

•      Length:       200ft / 60m 

•      Beam:          36ft / 11m 

•      Draft:           4ft / 1.5m    

•      Berths:        48 pax 

Built in Rangoon in 2002 she was sailed round to Saigon 
under her own power and many a drama described in Paul 
Strachan’s Pandaw Story. This ship was designed specially 
for the Mekong and unlike our other P class ships does not 
have a flying bridge. The reason was so she could get under 
a road bridge. She did actually scrape under on her maiden 
but it was so scary that Paul Strachan, then standing on the 
bridge, never dared attempt it again. As a result, we ended 
up with this incredible 750 square meter teak deck that even 
has a full size billiard table. 
 
The MP as she is affectionately known is our most spacious 
ship with wider promenades, a larger dining hall and more 
public space per passenger than any known ship afloat. 
Seriously! 
 
In 2012 she was refitted and lower deck cabins removed in 
favour of a professional spa, gym, library lounge and office. 
She is quite justifiably the most splendid ship on the 
Mekong and the envy of anything that floats by.
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https://images.pandaw.com/SHIPS/Ships-RVMekong-Pandaw


RV Tonle Pandaw

ACCOMMODATION    
•      10 upper deck staterooms and 10 main deck staterooms 
•      170 square feet, finished in teak and brass  
•      Panoramic French window, leading to personal deck space  
•      New bathrooms with natural stone shower and branded quality fittings  
•      Kimonos and slippers  
•      Spa-branded amenities  
•      Unlimited mineral water  
•      Electric mini safe  
•      Central AC with individual control  
•      Imported quality linens with duvet and two kind of pillows  
•      Premium mattresses  
•      Convertible bed configuration  
•      Welcome flower arrangement and welcome gift  
•      Mirror  
•      Multi-configuration plugs  
•      Generous closet space and under-bed storage  
•      Hair dryer  
•      Nightly turndown service  
•      24h laundry service  
•      Complimentary evening canapés  
•      Yoga mats in all cabins 
 
WINING & DINING    

•      Bistro style dining room with outside seating and air-conditioning inside  
•      Local master chef heading an experienced international culinary team  
•      Semi-buffet breakfast, Semi-buffet lunch, and seated theme dinners  
•      Daily lean & light menu options  
•      Complimentary local mineral water, jugged coffee, teas & tisanes  
•      Extensive wine list with premium wines  
•      Series of cultural performances, educational talks, cooking classes, and ship tour  
•      Welcome drink on arrival  
•      Welcome cocktail  
•      Farewell reception  
•      Theme dinners  
•      Spacious, air-conditioned saloon bar with nightly entertainment  
•      Sundeck bar  
•      Pool table on sundeck  
•      24hrs hospitality bar  
•      Onboard bakery with daily freshly baked breads and rolls  
 
ON EXCURSIONS   
•      Admissions  
•      Shoe cleaning after excursions  
•      Bottled drinking water  
•      We give away aluminium water bottles  
•      Cold towel service after excursions  
•      Refreshing drink following excursions  
•      Full-size motor coach on all excursions  
•      Deluxe sampans with cold towel service, fresh fruit, and tea/coffee  
•      Comfortable "Pandaw Explorer" excursion boat  
•      1st aid trained assistant guide to follow all tours and excursions 

SAFETY & SECURITY   
•      All onboard crew is trained and certified as per international marine standards (VIRES)  
•      Fire alarm system in all cabins, public areas and back areas  
•      Firefighting system in all ship areas  
•      Expert marine superintendant  
•      24 hrs watch on duty  
•.    Certified hygiene standards for all areas (Johnson & Diversey)  

ONBOARD STAFF   
•      Captain  
•      First Officer  
•      River Pilot 
•      Chief Engineer  
•      1st Engineer  
•      Electrician  
•      Bosun & nautical crew  
•      Ship manager  
•      Housekeeping  
•      Dining  
•      Bar keeper  
•      Chefs  
•      Local tour guides   
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PUBLIC SPACES        
•      Guest relation desk  
•.     Library with contemporary and classic           

literature  
•.     Shop, supporting fair trade 
•      Lecture and meeting room with oversized 

flat screen TV, LSD projector and sound 
system 

•      Art gallery featuring local art and artists 
•      Library with contemporary and classic lit-

erature 
•      Wireless internet in all public areas 

view images of RV Tonle PANDAW

PANDAW SHIPS

•      Build:            Build 2003 in Yangon, refit 2013  

•      Length:       180ft / 54.8m 

•      Beam:          33.13ft / 10.10m 

•      Draft:           4ft / 1.5m    

•      Berths:        48 pax 

Finished in rich teak and brass, the RV Tonle Pandaw 
recently went a retrofit in 2025 upgrading the guest 
accommodations to offer four luxury cabins spanning 
over 40 square meters. Now sailing along the Classic 
Mekong route, the ship features a total of X staterooms 
along with the famous Pandaw upper deck saloon, 
observation decks, and a formal dining room. This ship is 
an old favourite and has a glowing ambience complete 
with a professional spa and library on the lower deck. 
Despite being one of the larger ships in our fleet, the RV 
Tonle Pandaw has an ultra-shallow draft of just over a 
meter and can usually get up river into low water areas 
when other vessels are stuck well below.
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Artistʼs Impression

The Tonle Suiters
Discover more

https://images.pandaw.com/SHIPS/Ships-RV-Tonle-Pandaw
https://www.pandaw-suites.com/


PRE EXTENSIONS
Pre Bookable via Pandaw.com as add on

5 NIGHT 
VIETNAM'S HERITAGE 
ROAD: HUE, HOI AN & 
SAIGON PRE TOUR

CONT’D
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Learn More

SAIGON & 
SURROUNDINGS 
PRE TOUR

Learn More

http://Pandaw.com
https://www.pandaw.com/extension/5-night-vietnams-heritage-road-hue-hoi-an-saigon-pre-tour
https://www.pandaw.com/extension/saigon-surroundings-pre-tour


POST EXTENSIONS
Post Bookable via Pandaw.com as add on

CONT’D
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2 NIGHT 
PHNOM PENH 
POST TOUR

Learn More

3 NIGHT 
KEP & KAMPOT 
POST TOUR

Learn More

POST PHNOM PENH 
1 NIGHT - PAVILLION 
HOTEL 

Learn More

POST PHNOM PENH 
1 NIGHT - RAFFLES LE 
ROYAL HOTEL

Learn More

CONT’D

http://Pandaw.com
https://www.pandaw.com/extension/2-night-phnom-penh-post-tour
https://www.pandaw.com/extension/3-night-kep-kampot-post-tour
https://www.pandaw.com/extension/post-phnom-penh-1-night-pavillion-hotel
https://www.pandaw.com/extension/post-phnom-penh-1-night-raffles-le-royal-hotel


OPTIONAL PACKAGE ADDONS  
& OTHER INFORMATION

Free Drinks On Board

River Conditions Warning!
The rivers you will sail on are subject to seasonal rises and falls of water level, in some places as much as 30 metres.  
Water levels can change dramatically overnight and a sudden rise can impede our progress upstream considerably 
and even prevent us from passing under certain bridges. A sudden fall can result in our being unable to get into 
certain places or go as far upstream as we would hope. Groundings on sandbars are not infrequent and are part of 
the excitement of any Pandaw expedition. Published itineraries are indicational only and subject to sudden change. 
In such events alternative itineraries will be provided and we do our best to ensure that if a stop is missed we make  
up for it with another stop. Passengers are thus forewarned and expected to be flexible and patient. River cruising  
in Asia can be a dramatic and adventurous experience - not like cruising the controlled waterways of Europe or  
America. Note also that we operate in areas with little or no developed infrastructure and subject to the strictures 
of local officialdom. Be prepared for this and it is all more the fun! 
 
  

Useful Links

BOOKING TERMS & CONDITIONS CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE

GENERAL INFORMATION & LIFE ON BOARD CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE

VISA INFORMATION CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE

Pandaw is happy to announce that our India expeditions are now all inclusive experiences, including local soft drinks, 
mixers, spirits and beers free of charge. Also included free of charge is our onboard house wine during lunch and 
dinner only. Onboard purchases of alcoholic beverages will not be possible.

CONT’D
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https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/terms-conditions-carriage
https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/general-information
https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/visas


facebook.com/pandawriverexpeditions

@pandaw-river-expeditions

@pandaw_river_expeditions

Pandaw Expeditions

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

P A N D A W . C O M

AUSTRALIA

 TOLL FREE 1800 207 625

 aus@pandaw.com

NEW ZEALAND

 TOLL FREE 0800 115 250

 aus@pandaw.com

GLOBAL

 +84 (0)28 4458 2618

 information@pandaw.com

NORTH AMERICA

 TOLL FREE 1-877-872-6329

 usa@pandaw.com

UK

 FREEPHONE 0800 038 1029

 uk@pandaw.com

GERMANY, SWITZERLAND  

& AUSTRIA

+49 30 3464981 30

dach@pandaw.com

+44 (0)208396 7320


